Timeliness of information.
The verification process used in cataloging databases would not be acceptable. The currency of information would take precedence over verification. 2. Quality control. The cooperation of publishers is needed but the primary burden will fall on libraries. Who will be the authority? 3. Storage capacity. The volume of material needed for the database is quite extensive. Some of this would need to be streamlined as much as possible to keep the cost viable. 4. Data distribution. The ability to access and transfer data would have to occur in real time to be valuable.
Marilyn Norstedt (Virginia Tech) presented her thoughts on the database from her perspective as a librarian. Marilyn likened her comments to "preaching to the converted." It is imperative that such a venture be supported by the bibliographic utilities, systems vendors, and subscription agents as well as librarians.
Because individual libraries are already spending a great deal of time maintaining this information locally, the maintenance of a national database would be little additional work, provided the information did not have to be updated twice. Thus, maintenance is not the issue; the real issue is the creation/development of the database. Bonnie's suggestion of a CONSER-type administration is the most suitable.
Marilyn closed with thanks to Bonnie for getting this effort underway. Now, more than a concept in hand is needed. Since there is much visible support and little disagreement with the idea, it is time for action. An ALCTS task force should be formed and charged with developing this proposal. Its membership should include individuals with a very practical yet knowledgeable approach.
Rebecca Lenzini (Carl Systems, Inc.) began her presentation with her personal history of being in all camps-librarian, materials vendor, and systems vendor. The systems vendor has two roles: to facilitate access to information and to make things easier for libraries. No one can deny that the concept of a national pattern database is basic "apple pie and motherhood," but there are many logistics to be worked out. Although the concept is very similar to the concept behind OCLC, the cost justification will be a harder sale. Finally, the time to develop such a database is now when many vendors are redesigning their serials control systems.
The session closed with some active discussion followed by a call to action. People interested in working on the issue are encouraged to contact Bonnie Postlethwaite, The Faxon Co., 15 Southwest Park, Westwood, MA 02090.
